ACCESS STATEMENT FOR KINGSTON READING ROOM

March 2011
POLICY STATEMENT
Kingston Reading Room Management Committee (KRRMC) became aware,  that in order to satisfy the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requirements, they needed to review access to the Reading Room (R/R) in order to establish any viable improvements that could be made.

KRRMC’s approach to identifying and carrying out any viable improvements was based on an “inclusive design” philosophy. This philosophy ensures that not only disabled people but also children, vulnerable groups and indeed, wherever possible, all R/R users should benefit.

SOURCES OF ADVICE & GUIDANCE
DDA Website

Building Control Regulations Websites

National Trust DDA Adviser
Kingston Parish Council

The Fire Service

Independent Living Centre, Exeter

Care Direct, Kingston

Local people with disabilities

CONSTRAINTS TO MAKING IMPROVEMENTS
Any actions were carried out to the best of our abilities, due to the constraints placed upon us by the construction of this very old building and the proximity to and height above the road of the main entrances and exits.

These constraints prevented any modification to both of the existing sets of steps and the ramp being made or additional ramps or steps being introduced.

VIABLE IMPROVEMENTS IDENTIFIED & CARRIED OUT
1. Steps to main entrance door
    Steps to be cleaned with a masonry steriliser.
    Edges of the steps to be painted in bright yellow to aid partially sighted people.
    (This is still to be done)
2. Handrail to steps to main door
    An additional handrail has been fitted in order to assist people who may have a problem on

    either side of their body.
3. Barrier at top of steps /landing to main door
    In order to minimise the risk of accidents to wheelchair & buggy users/helpers, a sturdy 

    gate has been fitted to the top of the steps and this gate should always be closed except 

    when the steps are in use.
4. New Main Door
    Previously a solid wooden door with a high level small visibility panel was fitted This was 
    only useable if very close to the panel, gave a very limited view, and consequently was an

    accident risk.

    A new door with a full length toughened glass visibility panel has been fitted ensuring that

    R/R users when entering or leaving, have full visibility, thus minimising the risk of 

    accidents.
5. Handrails to Ramp
    An additional handrail has been fitted in order to assist people who may have a problem on

    either side of their body.
6. Steps to Double Fire Doors
    Whilst this is not an access door the steps have been cleaned with a masonry steriliser.
    Edges of the steps to be painted bright yellow (This is still to be done).
7. Other Measures Taken
    Some R/R users are unable to get their wheelchairs up the ramp and turn into the main door

    other disabled persons or those lacking full mobility may have difficulty using the stairs or

    ramp. To assist all these users the R/R has purchased a lightweight folding wheelchair 

    which can be taken, by a helper or buddy, to the bottom of the ramp or steps, the person
    transferred to this and pushed in to the R/R via the ramp. The process would be reversed on   

    leaving.  This wheelchair is kept in the disabled toilet with operating instructions.
8. Maintenance of Access
    Both sets of steps and the ramp do become slippery at times, for various reasons.
    Periodic cleaning will take place to minimise any potential accidents.
   Recommendations
   In view of the close proximity of the R/R entrances & exits to the road, we believe that, at

   all times, persons in a wheelchair should have a helper to :-

   Gain access to the R/R (if necessary)

   Assist whilst in R/R (if necessary)

   Assist to leave/evacuate (in an emergency) the R/R (if necessary)

   Only by prior agreement should a disabled person attempt any of the above on their own.
   Whilst it is appreciated that, whenever possible, disabled people should be allowed to gain

   access on their own, because of access constraints, common sense must prevail and only 
   with prior agreement would this be permissible.

   Under no circumstances should a disabled or vulnerable person be left on their own in the 

   R/R, unless it is agreed they are able to carry out the evacuation procedures in place at the 

   time.
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BASEMENT AREA
This Basement Area is used mainly for storage, occasional meetings and games and it also provides toilets for the able bodied.

The disabled toilet is on the ground floor.

No separate public access exists to this area, other than for emergency and essential entry use.

This access is only suitable for able bodied people.

Access is via an internal steep and twisty staircase from the ground floor.

This staircase is not considered suitable for wheelchair users. Other disabled and vulnerable people would need to be accompanied and helped to enter.

The Kingston Reading Room Management Committee will fully investigate the possibilities of improving access to this area but initial findings are not optimistic.
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