Kingston Parish Council
Playing Field Committee

Terms of Reference

Kingston Playing Field
    Kingston Parish Council, PC, owns the Playing Field, a 2.5 acre field given to the parish in 1953 by the Honourable Helen W. Mildmay White for recreational purposes. There is a solid multi-purpose surface area marked up for various games and skateboarding ramps completed in 2006 from funding collected in memory of Ted Curtis, former PC chairman and community activist, village fund raising and a Living Spaces grant to Kingston Young Peoples Association. KYPA are responsible for the maintenance of the skate park.
     A young children’s play area, adventure trail, zipwire, log cabin and picnic area were added in 2010 by Active Kingston, a village community playground initiative, to replace and extend the old playground. This project was financed through several grants and by money raised within the village. Active Kingston continue to fund raise to support the play equipment. In 2011 the PC won a lottery grant to provide better access to and within the field and a small car parking area.
     A copse of trees was planted in National Tree Week, 2010. More trees are growing along the hedgerows. Young residents working with the village Tree Wardens each have  responsibility with their families, for the planting and maintenance of a group of trees.  Over the next few years the hedgerows will be managed in such a way as to increase the amount and diversity of wildlife present. Wild flowers and bulbs are also being planted.   
Role and Purpose.
The Playing Field Committee is a Sub-Committee of the Parish Council. It is appointed by the PC to discharge, on their behalf, certain Council functions as specified in the Committee objectives below. The Playing Field Committee will be responsible for the day to day management of the field and the equipment. The Parish Council will appoint the chair of the committee and minutes will be circulated to PC members and displayed on the Parish noticeboard.  The Committee will meet at least once every quarter and report through a standing item on the Council agenda. Public notice will be given of meetings and members of the public will be permitted to attend on the same basis as PC meetings. Non councillor members of the Playing Field Committee will have voting rights. 
Objectives.
The Committee will:

· manage the development of the hedgerows and trees;

· ensure all equipment is properly maintained 

· manage the grass cutting and disposal

· liaise with Modbury JFC  and any other external organisation given permission by the PC to use the field and monitor contracts agreed by the PC
· liaise with the Parish Clerk on insurance related issues for the field

· raise funds to develop and/or maintain the field for recreational purposes

· liaise with the Parish Clerk to monitor the costs of maintaining and developing the field

· continue the development of the field as appropriate 

Membership. 

Membership includes two Parish Councillors nominated by the PC. Non councillor members are restricted to Kingston based user groups and individuals co-opted by the Committee for their particular skills and/or experience.  

These will include:
 Kingston Young Peoples Association; Active Kingston Community Group and the Parish Tree Wardens. 
Original version agreed by Kingston Parish Council 17 February 2011. Amendments proposed by the PC 18 March 2011.  
